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AUSTRALIAN YOUNG LABOR





Reviewing Anti-Terror Laws, Student Rights & Organ Donation top Tasmanian Young Labor agenda
The Tasmanian branch of Australian Young Labor has called for an immediate review of the nation’s anti-terror laws… saying important criminal justice protections are being contravened under the current system.

It’s one of a series of motions passed at the weekend Young Labor Conference in Hobart.

“The Howard Government's anti-terrorism legislation was an attack on basic Australian rights,” State Young Labor President Stuart Benson said.

“The Mohammed Haneef debacle is a perfect example of why these invasive laws must be investigated and I believe repealed.”

The weekend conference has also urged the Federal Government to phase out the Howard Government-initiated Baby Bonus, and supported a minimum of 18 weeks government-paid maternity leave.

The Tasmanian branch of Australian Young Labor will also be pushing for a review into student income support – looking at whether the age of independence should be reduced from 25 to 18 years old.

A review should also examine whether the rate of payment should be raised to that of the aged pension to help students cope with rising housing, travel and living costs.

“It is unacceptable in our nation that many students have to work one or very often more than one job just in order to survive while at university,” Mr Benson said.

“Young Labor believes that a student income support system that allows young Australians to dedicate themselves to their studies rather than casual work and attracts regional/rural Australians to tertiary study is vital.” 
Young Labor has also called for the establishment of an opt-out organ donation policy to help combat Australia’s severely low level of organ donation.

Under the system, each individual would be presumed to be a consenting organ donor, unless they notify the relevant authority that they don’t want to.

Other motions passed at the weekend conference included:

· Opposing the Federal Government’s plan to allow employers to check employee emails
· Calling on the Tasmanian Government to establish a Charter of Human Rights
· Reaffirming support for Australia to become a Republic
· Calling for a review of funding arrangements for Australia’s Public Schools.
· Calling for the immediate dismantling of the Australian Building and Construction Commission
For more information, contact AYL State President Stuart Benson on 0438 502 342.
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